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ABSTRACT

Cameroon, based on the achievement of the
objective of restoring 12 million hectares of degraded forests and landscapes and the commitment 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions within the framework of the Paris Agreement on climate.
The results obtained in this study were based on a methodology that included a literature review 
(reports, studies, dissertations, theses...) of works related to desertification, land degradation and 
other related topics. The evaluation of land degradation was done through a reliable diagnosis based 
on the precise qualification of the types of degradation and the quantification of this phenomenon by 
highlighting the areas of degraded land and the different levels of degradation. A mapping of the 
degraded land areas appeared necessary in order to detect the signs of a deterioration of the land 
quality. A characterization of all actors having an impact, more or less important, in the process of 
combating desertification was considered relevant.
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The elaboration of this strategic document aims, in the long run, through an ambitious action plan, to allow 
the country to vegetate degraded areas in order to reverse this phenomenon in priority areas or areas at 
high risk of degradation such as the savannahs of Adamaoua, the North and the Far North, and the 
highlands of the West and the North-West, by continuing restoration efforts in mangrove areas. Attention 
was also given to deforestation in rainforest areas for better provision of a number of ecosystem services 
essential for the survival of populations.
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1. GENERAL INTRODUCTION: 
BACKGROUND, SITUATIONAL 
ANALYSIS AND GUIDELINES OF 
THE STUDY 

1.1. Background 

A
The trend is becoming more and more 

1.2. Rationale

 

provided and can serve as a basis for a more 
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1.3. Situational analysis for 

forest landscape degradations in 
Cameroon

1.3.1. Recall on the challenges of 

landscape degradations in Cameroon

L

22



Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 21

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

1.3.1.1. Natural factors causing 

1.3.1.2. Human activities as 
drivers of degradation
a.

depending on the strategies adopted and 

b.

C
 

degradation
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with severe economic and 

1.3.1.4. State of land-use in Cameroon

T
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Figure 1. Occupation des terres en 2000 
 

Figure 2. Occupation des terres en 2010 
 

1.3.2.1. Dynamics of land 
productivity

1.3.2.1.Dynamics of land productivity

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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1.3.2.1. National forest cover loss
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1.3.2.2 State of land degradation in 
the Sudano-sahelian zone and the 
Guinean high savannahs

a.
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1.3.2.3. State of land degradation in 
other agro-ecological zones
a.

Tinto two watersheds according 

 

the savannah in the northern part and dense 
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1.3.3. Cameroon’s compliance with 
international agreements 

The need to meet the constraints 

Cameroon expressed the need to integrate 
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1.3.4. Institutional and legal 
framework for combating land and 
forest landscape degradations in 
Cameroon

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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Table 5: Involvement of sector ministries in the implementation of policies and initiatives to 
combat land and forest landscape degradations 

Landscape 
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• 

 

• 
• 

based on Cameroon’s commitment to restore 

38



Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 37

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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2.METHODOLOGY: LITERATURE 
REVIEW AND ANALYSIS OF 
OPERATIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS

2.1. Review of strategic and 
operational guidance documents 

describe the changes observed over a few 

2.2. Review of studies and 
expertise reports related to the 
implementation of Forest Landscape 
Restoration actions

2.2.1. Cameroon’s commitment 
to the Forest Landscape Restoration 
Initiative
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• 

• 

41



Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 

Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

40

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

 

2.2.2 Case studies prior to the implementation of forest landscape restoration 
actions

Case study 2: Assessing the Forest Landscape Restoration Opportunities in the 
Adamawa, North and Far North Regions
a.
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grasses

b.

fosses
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Table 6: Objectives and guidelines for strategic and operational documents

trends

mechanisms to combat desert

threats
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with a strategic steer  

other than 
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mangroves in Cameroon
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and
environment in the 

Cameroon
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and methods appropri

degraded areas with a view to 
programmes to combat desert
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concerned

restore and enhance biodiversi

ment strategies
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mechanisms for their im

cess based on the services generated 

to restore degraded and deforested 

Transforming deforested and degraded 

regions of Cameroon

strategies
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2.3.1. Analysis of successful best practice cases from existing action plans 
DPGT

1.

2.

3.
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• 
• 
• 
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• 
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• 
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• 
 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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3 - IDENTIFYING IMPLEMENTING BODIES

Table 7: Government institutions
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dégradés 

 

programmes

  

programmes

ban areas 

Cameroon's scientific research 

Table 8: Research, planning and training institutions
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nomic and environ

indicators for monitoring 

change in Cameroon

Cameroon
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with appropriate mea

three northern 
regions of Cam
eroon Low openness to region

mechanisms
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programme for the 

programming and 

 

the share of own reve

Low openness to region

mechanisms 

missions consist in 

and research

Training
Teaching tories
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ic research and 
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having an impact on 

tries in charge of the 

programmes in 
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region

create a database and 
a basic geographic 

concerned Coordinating 

Table 9: International organisations
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are aimed at restoring 

Low inter

means
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4.2.3. Objectives of the Harmonised Action Plan with Strategies and Plans 
developed in Cameroon
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of deforested areas
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Chains in Cameroon

processing
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Chains in Cameroon
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sector

sharing
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is strengthened and gender mainstreaming 

management

Chains in Cameroon
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sector
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Chains in Cameroon

sector
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4.2.4. Strategic areas
 

Strategic Area 2: 

Strategic Area 3: 

Strategic Area 4: 
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4.2.5. Selection and prioritisation of relevant and technically feasible soil 
remediation interventions  
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awareness

of improved stoves has 
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Awareness raising

training and research  
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ments  

1994-2001

 
Cameroonian part of the 

80



Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 

Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

80

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

ments  

compost

81



Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 81

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

ments  

ment and to remove the 

Crop management

the environment
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4.2.4. Action guidelines for the restoration of degraded landscapes and lands
a.

b.

d.

e.
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tree does not compete with the associated 

Mycorrhizae 
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q.

are on average more than twice as deep as 

r.

permanent and dense cover that prevents 
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high and extend over a width of two to three 
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can increase the interest and acceptance of 

aa.

4.2.5. Selection and prioritisation of 
relevant and technically feasible soil 
remediation interventions
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91



Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 91

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

interventions

92



93



Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 93

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

94



Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 

Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

94

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

            

95



Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 95

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

96



Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 

Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

96

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

97



Harmonised Action Plan 
(2020-2030)

Harmonised Action Plan (2021-2030) 97

to combat land and forest landscape degradations in Cameroon Funded by INBAR and produced by 
Action for Biodiversity and Land Management (ABIOGeT)
 

4.2.8. SWOT Analysis: Strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats
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4.2.10. Financing mechanisms 
(internal, external, opportunities, 
and constraints)

a.

b.
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4.2.12. Monitoring and evaluation 
of the implementation of the 
Harmonised Action Plan
a.

a data exchange mechanism between the 

b.

4.2.1.3. Risks analysis and 
implementation factors
a.

* 
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b.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

CONCLUSION
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